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Morning Song

Introit   Open thou mine eyes   John Rutter

Open thou mine eyes and I shall see,
Incline my heart and I shall desire,
Order my steps and I shall walk
In the ways of thy commandments.

O Lord God, be thou to me a God
And beside thee let there be none else,
No other, nought else with thee.
Vouchsafe to me to worship thee and serve thee.

According to thy commandments
In truth of spirit,
In reverence of body,
In blessing of lips,
In private and in public.

Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626)

Welcome

Preces   Plainsong   sung by the Choral Scholars



The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray 
with one heart and mind. 

	 Silence is kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your 
presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for 
ever.

All   Amen.

Psalmody   Psalm 61   sung by the Choral Scholars

1	 Hear my crying, O God,
	 and listen to my prayer.

2	 From the end of the earth I call to you with fainting heart; 
	 O set me on the rock that is higher than I.

3	 For you are my refuge, 
	 a strong tower against the enemy.

4	 Let me dwell in your tent for ever 
	 and take refuge under the cover of your wings. 

5	 For you, O God, will hear my vows;  
	 you will grant the request of those who fear your name.

6	 You will add length of days to the life of the king, 
	 that his years may endure throughout all generations.

7	 May he sit enthroned before God for ever; 
	 may steadfast love and truth watch over him.

8	 So will I always sing praise to your name,
	 and day by day fulfil my vows.



Old Testament Reading   Genesis 16

	 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She had an Egyptian  
	 slave-girl whose name was Hagar, and Sarai said to Abram, ‘You  
	 see that the Lord has prevented me from bearing children; go in to  
	 my slave-girl; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.’ And  
	 Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. So, after Abram had lived for  
	 ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar  
	 the Egyptian, her slave-girl, and gave her to her husband Abram as  
	 a wife. He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw  
	 that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress.  
	 Then Sarai said to Abram, ‘May the wrong done to me be on you! I  
	 gave my slave-girl to your embrace, and when she saw that she  
	 had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the Lord  
	 judge between you and me!’ But Abram said to Sarai, ‘Your slave- 
	 girl is in your power; do to her as you please.’ Then Sarai dealt  
	 harshly with her, and she ran away from her.
	 The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the  
	 wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. And he said, ‘Hagar,  
	 slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you  
	 going?’ She said, ‘I am running away from my mistress Sarai.’ The  
	 angel of the Lord said to her, ‘Return to your mistress, and submit  
	 to her.’ The angel of the Lord also said to her, ‘I will so greatly  
	 multiply your offspring that they cannot be counted for multitude.’  
	 And the angel of the Lord said to her, ‘Now you have conceived and  
	 shall bear a son; you shall call him Ishmael, for the Lord has given  
	 heed to your affliction. He shall be a wild ass of a man, with his  
	 hand against everyone, and everyone’s hand against him; and he  
	 shall live at odds with all his kin.’
	 So she named the Lord who spoke to her, ‘You are El-roi’; for she  
	 said, ‘Have I really seen God and remained alive after seeing him?’  
	 Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh  
	 and Bered.
	 Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar  
	 bore, Ishmael. Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore  
	 him Ishmael.

Canticle   A Song of the New Jerusalem   Plainsong

1	 Arise, shine out, for your light has come,
	 the glory of the Lord is rising upon you.

2	 Though night still covers the earth,
	 and darkness the peoples;                                         continued...



3	 Above you the Holy One arises,
	 and above you God's glory appears.

4	 The nations will come to your light,
	 and kings to your dawning brightness.

5	 Your gates will lie open continually,
	 shut neither by day nor by night.

6	 The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land,
	 or ruin and devastation within your borders.

7	 You will call your walls, Salvation,
	 and your gates, Praise.

8	 No more will the sun give you daylight,
	 nor moonlight shine upon you:

9	 But the Lord will be your everlasting light,
	 your God will be your splendour.

10	 For you shall be called the city of God,
	 the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel. 

Isaiah 60.1-3a, 11a,18,19,14b
	 Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now

	 and shall be for ever. Amen.

New Testament Reading   Matthew 26: 57-end

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, 
in whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter 
was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high 
priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how 
this would end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were 
looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him 
to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came 
forward. At last two came forward and said, ‘This fellow said, “I am 
able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.”’ The 
high priest stood up and said, ‘Have you no answer? What is it that 
they testify against you?’ But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest 
said to him, ‘I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have said 
so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at 
the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.’



Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has blasphemed! 
Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 
What is your verdict?’ They answered, ‘He deserves death.’ Then they 
spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, 
‘Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?’
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to 
him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus the Galilean.’ But he denied 
it before all of them, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’ 
When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she 
said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’ Again 
he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a little while 
the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one 
of them, for your accent betrays you.’ Then he began to curse, and he 
swore an oath, ‘I do not know the man!’ At that moment the cock 
crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept 
bitterly.

Responsory   Plainsong

	 Arise, shine, for your light has come: 
	 the glory of the Lord is rising upon you.
	 God's salvations has been openly shown to all people.
	 The glory of the Lord is rising upon you.
	 Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
	 Arise, shine, for your light has come:
	 the glory of the Lord is rising upon you.

Gospel Canticle   Benedictus   Plainsong

1	 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,
	 who has come to his people and set them free.

2	 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,
	 born of the house of his servant David.

3	 Through his holy prophets God promised of old
	 to save us from our enemies,
	 from the hands of all that hate us,

4	 To show mercy to our ancestors,
	 and to remember his holy covenant.

continued...



5	 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:
	 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6	 Free to worship him without fear,
	 holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

7	 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
	 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8	 To give his people knowledge of salvation
	 by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9	 In the tender compassion of our God
	 the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10	 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 	
	 and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Luke 1.68–79
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Prayers
	 The response to the prayers is:
	 Lord, in your mercy,	
All	 hear our prayer.

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder 
of your saving presence: renew your people with your heavenly 
grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All	 Amen.



Lord's Prayer   Wilson   sung by the Choral Scholars

	 Our Father in heaven,
	 hallowed be your name,
	 your kingdom come,
	 your will be done,
	 on earth as in heaven.
	 Give us today our daily bread.
	 Forgive us our sins
	 as we forgive those who sin against us.
	 Lead us not into temptation
	 but deliver us from evil.
	 For the kingdom, the power,
	 and the glory are yours
	 now and for ever. Amen.

Notices

Blessing

Anthem   O sing joyfully   Batten

O sing joyfully unto God our strength:
make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob.
Take the song, bring hither the tabret:
the merry harp with the lute.
Blow up the trumpet in the new-moon:
even in the time appointed, and upon our solemn feast-day.
For this was made a statute for Israel:
and a law of the God of Jacob.

Psalm 81: 1-4
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If you have enjoyed this service and would like to help us continue with this 
work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards the worshiping life of 
the church. 

You can give: by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10 
plus one standard rate message), or online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.
co.uk/giving.

Thank you.


