
Introit    O sing joyfully    Batten

	 O sing joyfully unto God our strength; 
	 make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob!
	 Take the song, bring hither the tabret:
	 the merry harp with the lute.
	 Blow up the trumpe in the new moon:
	 ev'n in the time appointed, 
	 and upon our solemn feast day
	 For this was made a statute for Israel:
	 and a law of the God of Jacob.

	 Psalm 81. 1-4

Preces    Reading

	 O Lord, open thou our lips:
	 And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

	 O God, make speed to save us:
	 O Lord, make haste to help us.

	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
	 and to the Holy Ghost;

	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen.

	 Praise ye the Lord.
	 The Lord's name be praised.
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Psalmody    Psalm 85

1	 Lord thou art become gracious unto thy land : 
	 thou hast turned away the captivity of Jacob. 

2	 Thou hast forgiven the offence of thy people : 
	 and covered all their sins. 

3	 Thou hast taken away all thy displeasure : 
	 and turned thyself from thy wrathful indignation. 

4 	 Turn us then O God our Saviour : 
	 and let thine anger cease from us 

5 	 Wilt thou be displeased at us for ever : 
	 and wilt thou stretch out thy wrath from one generation to another?

6	 Wilt thou not turn again and quicken us : 
	 that thy people may rejoice in thee? 

7	 Shew us thy mercy O Lord : 
	 and grant us thy salvation. 

8	 I will hearken what the Lord God will say concerning me : 
	 for he shall speak peace unto his people, and to his saints that they 
	    turn not again. 

9	 For his salvation is nigh them that fear him : 
	 that glory may dwell in our land.

10	 Mercy and truth are met together : 
	 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11	 Truth shall flourish out of the earth : 
	 and righteousness hath looked down from heaven. 

12	 Yea, the Lord shall shew loving-kindness : 
	 and our land shall give her increase. 
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13	 Righteousness shall go before him : 
	 and he shall direct his going in the way. 
	
	 Glory be to the Father and to the Son : 
	 and to the Holy Ghost ; 
	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
	 world without end. Amen.

Please sit.

Old Testament Reading    Judges 13. 1-24

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the 
Lord gave them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. There 
was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name 
was Manoah. His wife was barren, having borne no children. And the 
angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, ‘Although 
you are barren, having borne no children, you shall conceive and 
bear a son. Now be careful not to drink wine or strong drink, or to eat 
anything unclean, for you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor is 
to come on his head, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth. 
It is he who shall begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.’ 
Then the woman came and told her husband, ‘A man of God came 
to me, and his appearance was like that of an angel of God, most 
awe-inspiring; I did not ask him where he came from, and he did not 
tell me his name; but he said to me, “You shall conceive and bear a 
son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, 
for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth to the day of his 
death.” ’ Then Manoah entreated the Lord, and said, ‘O Lord, I pray, 
let the man of God whom you sent come to us again and teach us 
what we are to do concerning the boy who will be born.’ God listened 
to Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman as she 
sat in the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. So the 
woman ran quickly and told her husband, ‘The man who came to me 
the other day has appeared to me.’ Manoah got up and followed his 
wife, and came to the man and said to him, ‘Are you the man who 
spoke to this woman?’ And he said, ‘I am.’ Then Manoah said, ‘Now 
when your words come true, what is to be the boy’s rule of life; what 



is he to do?’ The angel of the Lord said to Manoah, ‘Let the woman 
give heed to all that I said to her. She may not eat of anything that 
comes from the vine. She is not to drink wine or strong drink, or eat 
any unclean thing. She is to observe everything that I commanded 
her.’ Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, ‘Allow us to detain you, 
and prepare a kid for you.’ The angel of the Lord said to Manoah, ‘If 
you detain me, I will not eat your food; but if you want to prepare a 
burnt-offering, then offer it to the Lord.’ (For Manoah did not know that 
he was the angel of the Lord.) Then Manoah said to the angel of the 
Lord, ‘What is your name, so that we may honour you when your 
words come true?’ But the angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Why do you 
ask my name? It is too wonderful.’ So Manoah took the kid with the 
grain-offering, and offered it on the rock to the Lord, to him who works 
wonders. When the flame went up towards heaven from the altar, the 
angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar while Manoah 
and his wife looked on; and they fell on their faces to the ground. The 
angel of the Lord did not appear again to Manoah and his wife. Then 
Manoah realized that it was the angel of the Lord. And Manoah said 
to his wife, ‘We shall surely die, for we have seen God.’ But his wife 
said to him, ‘If the Lord had meant to kill us, he would not have 
accepted a burnt-offering and a grain-offering at our hands, or shown 
us all these things, or now announced to us such things as these.’ 
The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and 
the Lord blessed him.

Please stand.

Office Hymn

1		 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
		  be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
		  be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
		  both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

2		 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
		  be thou ever with me, and I with thee Lord;
		  be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
		  be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
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3		 Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
		  be thou my whole armour, be thou
		  my true might; be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower:
		  O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

4		 Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise:
		  be thou mine inheritance now and always;
		  be thou and thou only the first in my heart;
		  O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

5		 High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright sun,
		  O grant me its joys after victory is won;
		  great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
		  still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

		  Irish, c 8th century translated by Mary Byrne (1880-1931)
		  versified by, Eleanor Hull (1860-1935)

Please remain standing.

Magnificat    Dyson in D

	 My soul doth magnify the Lord:
	 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour,
	 For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden,
	 For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed,
	 For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name,
	 And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations,
	 He hath showed strength with his arm:
	 he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts,
	 He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
	 and hath exalted the humble and meek,
	 He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
	 and the rich he hath sent empty away,
	 He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
	 as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever,

	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen.



Please sit.

New Testament Reading    Luke 17. 20-end

Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
was coming, and he answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming 
with things that can be observed; nor will they say, “Look, here it is!” 
or “There it is!” For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.’ Then 
he said to the disciples, ‘The days are coming when you will long to 
see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. They 
will say to you, “Look there!” or “Look here!” Do not go, do not set off 
in pursuit. For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one 
side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. But first he 
must endure much suffering and be rejected by this generation. Just 
as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son 
of Man. They were eating and drinking, and marrying and being given 
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and the flood came 
and destroyed all of them. Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot: 
they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and 
building, but on the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulphur 
from heaven and destroyed all of them —it will be like that on the day 
that the Son of Man is revealed. On that day, anyone on the housetop 
who has belongings in the house must not come down to take them 
away; and likewise anyone in the field must not turn back. Remember 
Lot’s wife. Those who try to make their life secure will lose it, but 
those who lose their life will keep it. I tell you, on that night there will 
be two in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. There will be 
two women grinding meal together; one will be taken and the other 
left.’ Then they asked him, ‘Where, Lord?’ He said to them, ‘Where 
the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.’

Please stand.



Nunc Dimittis    Dyson in D

	 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 
	 according to thy word.
	 For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,
	 Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people;
	 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 
	 and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
	 and to the Holy Ghost;
	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
	 world without end. Amen.

Please remain standing.

The Apostles’ Creed

All	 I believe in God 
	 the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth:
	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary,
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.
	 He descended into hell;
	 the third day he rose again from the dead;
	 he ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
	 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
	 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
	 the holy catholic Church;
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
	 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Responses    

	 The Lord be with you.
	 And with thy spirit.

	 Let us pray.

	 Lord, have mercy upon us.
	 Christ, have mercy upon us.
	 Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lord’s Prayer

	 Our Father, which art in heaven,
	 Hallowed be thy Name.
	 Thy kingdom come.
	 Thy will be done in earth,
	 As it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses,
	 As we forgive them that trespass against us.
	 And lead us not into temptation,
	 But deliver us from evil. Amen.

	 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
	 And grant us thy salvation.

	 O Lord, save the Queen.
	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

	 Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
	 And make thy chosen people joyful.

	 O Lord, save thy people.
	 And bless thine inheritance.

	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



The Collect of the Day

	 God of peace, who through the ministry of your servant Irenaeus  
	 strengthened the true faith and brought harmony to your Church:  
	 keep us steadfast in your true religion, and renew us in faith and love,  
	 that we may always walk in the way that leads to eternal life; through  
	 Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in  
	 the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect of Peace

	 O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just  
	 works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world  
	 cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
	 commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the  
	 fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through  
	 the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

The Collect for Aid against all Perils

	 Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great  
	 mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love  
	 of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Anthem   Hail! gladdening Light    Wood

	 Hail! gladdening Light, of His pure glory poured
	 Who is th'immortal Father, heavenly, blest,
	 Holiest of Holies--Jesus Christ our Lord!

	 Now we are come to the Sun's hour of rest;
	 The lights of evening round us shine;
	 We hymn the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit divine!

	 Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung
	 With undefiled tongue,
	 Son of our God, giver of life, alone:
	 Therefore in all the world thy glories, Lord, they own. Amen.

	 John Keble (1792-1866)



Please sit or kneel.

The Prayers of Intercession
After each petition, one of these responses may be used.

	 Lord, in thy mercy,			   Lord, hear us.
All	 hear our prayer.			   Lord, graciously hear us.

These prayers may conclude with the Grace. 

All	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 	 and the love of God,
	 and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. 	
	 Amen.

Notices

Please stand.

Offertory Hymn 

1	 The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended,
	 the darkness falls at thy behest;
	 to thee our morning hymns ascended,
	 thy praise shall sanctify our rest.

2	 We thank thee that thy church unsleeping,
	 while earth rolls onward into light,
	 through all the world her watch is keeping,
	 and rests not now by day or night.

3	 As o'er each continent and island
	 the dawn leads on another day,
	 the voice of prayer is never silent,
	 nor dies the strain of praise away.

4	 The sun that bids us rest is waking 
	 our brethren 'neath the western sky,
	 and hour by hour fresh lips are making
	 thy wondrous doings heard on high.
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5	 So be it, Lord; thy throne shall never,
	 like earth's proud empires, pass away;
	 thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever,
	 till all thy creatures own thy sway.

	 John Ellerton (1826-1893)

The Blessing

Organ Voluntary
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